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advance of the Corps was almost as rapid as its
retreat had been. In seven days the Corps
covered seventy miles, fought two important en-
gagements, and captured over 1,000 prisoners.
" Such a feat," he recorded, " following upon a
prolonged and exhausting retreat, shows that the
short-service Regular Army of to-day can bear
comparison with the long-service Army of former
years.3' The Germans were retreating in disorder,
the roads were littered with abandoned equip-
ment. Haig's own Corps, impelled by his energy,
had pushed its way in advance of the general
line, and was now acting as the spearhead of the
advance. On the I3th of September the Corps
reached the south bank of the Aisne ; north of the
river the ground offered a strong defensive posi-
tion. A series of spurs spread like the fingers of
a hand from the ridge along which ran the
Chemin-des-Dames. On the morning of the I4th,
the ist Army Corps moved forward to attack,
with a French Corps on its right, and the British
2nd Corps on its left moved forward to attack.

Battle of the Aisne

Instead of the expected German rearguard of
tired troops, stern resistance by a fresh German
Corps was encountered. The weather was foggy,
and the fighting confused. Nevertheless, by the
early afternoon the ist Corps had fought its way
forward, and had secured a precarious foothold
on a few hundred yards of the ridge, and the
Germans could be seen retiring in some disorder.